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“Improving Learning for
Student Success Through

Cross-Discipline
Conversations”

Faculty
Organization
Day

WCCCD's mission is to empower individuals, businesses, and
communities to achieve their goals through excellent and accessible
services, culturally diverse experiences and globally competitive

higher education and career advancement programs.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dr. Curtis L. Ivery, Chancellor

Maryanne Wolf is the John DiBiaggio Professor of Citizenship
and Public Service and Director of the Center for Reading
and Language Research at Tufts University.

She received her doctorate from Harvard University. Among her awards for
teaching and research are the Distinguished Professor of the Year award from the
Massachusetts Psychological Association, the Teaching Excellence Award from the
American Psychological Association, the Distinguished Researcher Award from
Tufts University, the Norman Geschwind Lecture Award and the Samuel T. Orton
Award from the International Dyslexia Association, and the NICHD Shannon
Award for Innovative Research, the basis of the RAVE-O reading intervention
program, created by Prof. Wolf and members of the Center. 

Wolf is the author of Proust and the Squid: The Story and Science of the Reading Brain,
which is translated into twelve languages and an audio version. In this ambitious,
provocative book, Wolf chronicles the remarkable journey of the reading brain not
only over the past five thousand years, since writing began, but also over the course
of a single child's life, showing in the process why children with dyslexia have
reading difficulties and singular gifts.

Wolf’s research interests include reading interventions, imaging studies of the
reading brain, the genetic basis of dyslexia, early prediction, fluency and naming
speed, cross-linguistic studies of reading, and the development of a reading tablet 
in work on global literacy.

Keynote Speaker

Dr. Maryanne Wolf



FOD

Agenda
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Registration 

Continental Breakfast

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Welcome
Mr. Michael Dotson, President, Western Campus

Dr. Debraha Watson, President, Northwest
Campus, Provost of Health Science Center, and
Chair of President’s Council

Opening Remarks
Dr. Stephanie Bulger, District Vice Chancellor 
of Educational Affairs

Special Remarks
Professor Dr. Wallace Peace, AFT 2000 President

Ms. CharMaine Hines, District Associate Vice
Chancellor, Adjunct Faculty and Curriculum

Mr. Brian Singleton, District Vice Chancellor
of Student Services

Introduction of Speaker
Dr. Stephanie Bulger, District Vice Chancellor 
of Educational Affairs

Keynote Speaker
Dr. Maryanne Wolf

Closing Remarks/Transition
Dr. Stephanie Bulger, District Vice Chancellor 
of Educational Affairs 

10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. Break Out Sessions

12:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. Lunch/Discipline Meetings

1:45 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Pick-up Gift/Sign-out

Break Out Sessions
GOING GREEN: SUSTAINABILITY TOPICS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM
Location: Lecture Hall D100

Presenter:  Dr. Debra Rowe – Professor of Alternate Energies, Oakland Community College

This breakout will explore how to include green and sustainability concepts into your
courses and daily decisions. You will hear about the national trends in community colleges
to include green and sustainability issues in all disciplines and courses and throughout the
campus. Discussion will center on what faculty are doing to prepare students to participate
in solutions to our societal problems.  Participants should gain a deeper understanding of
the “triple bottom line of sustainability” – creating healthier ecosystems, communities and
economies.  You will see quality national resources to relate your efforts to these issues.  
The participants should leave with an increased understanding of the unique and
important role your academic area plays in education for a more sustainable future. 

MAINTAINING AN EFFECTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

(CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT)         
Location: Multi-Purpose Rm A

Panel Leader:  Dr. Lee Meadows – Adjunct Faculty in Business, Wayne County
Community College District and Professor of Management in Executive Leadership,
Walsh College

The teacher, in the classroom, is responsible for establishing and maintaining an
atmosphere in which student learning is rooted in the free flowing exchange of information,
questions and dialogue. While institutions provide rules and procedures for supporting a
learning atmosphere, classroom interaction is a delicate balance between the teacher, the
students and the external influences that can disrupt the educational environment. Critical
to the success of classroom management, is the focus on strategies that minimize disruption
and maximize student-learning outcomes. This session will emphasize classroom room
management as seen through the insights and experiences of a panel of WCCCD faculty.

DEEP READING AND DEEP THINKING ACROSS ALL CURRICULA
Location: Multi-Purpose Rm B

Panel Leader:  Ms. Mary Mahony – Professor of English, Wayne County Community
College District

We understand critical thinking as something integral to content as opposed to being
additional to it.  We focus, therefore, on teaching students to learn not random bits and
pieces of information, but systems, organized networks of concepts, and active modes of
thinking.  The session begins with a general introduction to critical thinking and to its
significance not only to the academic but also to the vocational and personal success of
students. This session will build upon earlier work by the WCCCD faculty to create and
share a critical thinking rubric with faculty across all disciplines and programs. We will
review the basic elements of critical (deep) thinking and reading.  We will then work
together to explore techniques and create materials to help our students improve their
critical thinking and reading skills.


